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The Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice is an international women’s 
human rights organisation that advocates for gender justice through the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) and works with women most affected 
by the conflict situations under investigation by the ICC.

Currently the Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice has country-based 
programmes in the four ICC situation countries:  Uganda, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Sudan and the Central African Republic. 

The strategic programme areas for the Women’s Initiatives include:

n	 Political and legal advocacy for accountability and prosecution of 
gender‑based crimes 

n	 Capacity and movement building initiatives with women in armed 
conflicts

n	 Conflict resolution and integration of gender issues within the 
negotiations and implementation of Peace Agreements (Uganda, 
DRC, Darfur)

n	 Documentation of gender-based crimes in armed conflicts
n 	 Victims’ participation before the ICC
n	 Training of activists, lawyers and judges on the Rome Statute and 

international jurisprudence regarding gender-based crimes
n	 Advocacy for reparations for women victims/survivors of armed 

conflicts

In 2006 the Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice was the first NGO 
to file before the International Criminal Court and to date is the only 
women’s rights organisation to have been granted amicus curiae status.
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This publication is a collection of statements and 
commentaries written by the Women’s Initiatives for Gender 
Justice since 2005 in response to the opening of investigations, 
the unsealing of warrants of arrest and the announcing of charges 
brought by the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) in each of the 
situations and cases before the International Criminal Court.

Making a Statement Second Edition reviews the record of the OTP 
until February 2010 in investigating violence against women 
and charging gender-based crimes.  The choice of situations, the 
identification of crimes, the selection and framing of charges 
by the Office of the Prosecutor also make a statement about the 
priorities of the Office and the policy and strategic framework 
currently guiding its investigations and prosecutions.  As such, 
this compilation is an analysis of the investigations and charges 
for gender-based crimes brought by the OTP against suspects from 
the Central African Republic, Northern Uganda, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Darfur, Sudan and Kenya.

The Second Edition of Making a Statement includes an updated 
chart of all of the charges for gender-based crimes requested by 
the Prosecutor to date, as well as the charges confirmed and not 
confirmed by the Pre-Trial Chambers.  It includes new statements 
by the Women’s Initiatives in relation to the commencement 
of the ICC’s first trial and the Confirmation Decision in the case 
against Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo.  In that same case, the Women’s 
Initiatives was the first international women’s rights organisation 
invited to file an amicus curiae brief before the ICC.  

Since the OTP began its substantive work in 2003, it has opened 
investigations in four conflict situations and has sought 
authorisation from the Court to begin an investigation in a fifth.  
The OTP has provided evidence to support charges for genocide, 
crimes against humanity and war crimes against 16 suspects.  
Four accused have been arrested in relation to ICC arrest warrants, 
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